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Welcome Message

Dear Participants,

Welcome to the Negev Workshop 2025! We are delighted to host you at the University of
Cologne for an engaging and interdisciplinary discussion on the Negev Desert during Late
Antiquity and the Early Middle Ages.

The primary goal of the workshop is to bring together researchers and research teams
actively involved in Negev archaeology. Over the past decade, the Negev region has
witnessed a period of intense and innovative research. Researchers from various institutions
and nations have delved into fields such as bioarchaeology, epigraphy, and settlement
archaeology, yielding numerous insights into agriculture, water management, economy,
consumption and disposal behavior, early Christian communities, and the rise of Islam.

The workshop is designed to serve as a platform for (1) sharing this wealth of knowledge and
experience. Moreover, we plan to provide room for (2) in-depth discussions on current
challenges, including issues like pottery chronology, wood recycling, radiocarbon dating,
modern land use and economic constraints. Our collective aim will be to explore (3) the
future direction of Negev research, pinpoint unexplored areas of inquiry, and evaluate the
ongoing research's significance in the region.

This booklet contains essential information about the workshop, including the schedule,
speaker details and abstracts, venue information, and practical guidance to ensure a smooth
and productive event.

We look forward to fruitful discussions and a great exchange of ideas!

Best regards,

The Organizing Team

Sina Lehnig, Noé Michael, Diana Wozniok and Christian Schéne

Supported by

Guy Bar-Oz and Michael Heinzelmann
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Programme

Format: Each paper includes a 20-minute presentation followed by a 10-minute discussion,
except for keynote and special lectures, which have extended time slots.

Wednesday
23.04.2025

Universitat
zu Koln

Archéologisches
Institut, R101

Google Maps:

17:15-
17:30

17:30-
18:30

From
18:30

19:00

Welcome Speech and Introduction

(by Michael Heinzelmann, Guy Bar-Oz, Sina Lehnig, Noe
Michael, Christian Schone, Diana Wozniok)

Keynote by Gideon Avni

"Standing on the Shoulders of Giants and Looking Ahead" -
The Hellenistic to Early Islamic Negev in Light of two
Centuries of Research

(introduced by Diana Wozniok)

Get-Together in the Archaeological Library

For those guests who wish to commemorate

Yom HaShoah together in remembrance of the Shoah,
a service will be held at the Cologne Synagogue
(RoonstralRe 50, 50674 Cologne)

Please register in advance, cf. p. 36




Thursday
24.04.2025

Universitat
zu Koln

Schloss Wahn

Google Maps:

08:15

09:00-
09:30

09:30-
10:00

10:00-
10:30

10:30-
11:00

11:00-
11:30

11:30-
12:00

12:00-
12:30

12:30-
13:00

13:00-
14:00

Bus Transfer from Best Western Plus Hotel Parking to
Schloss Wahn

Part 1.1
(chaired by Gideon Avni)

Continuity and Change from the Byzantine Period through
the Abbasid Period in the Agricultural Hinterland in the
Beer-Sheva and Arad Basins

(Davida Eisenberg-Degen)

Tradition and Transformation: Agricultural Continuities and
Innovations in the Early Islamic Northern Negev
(Oren Shmueli and Rabia Hamisa)

A Comparative Spatial Study of the Agricultural Systems in
the Negev Highlands in the Byzantine and Early Islamic
Periods: The Hinterlands of Rehovot in the Negev - Horvat
Sa‘adon and ‘Avdat

(Alexander Wiegmann)

Coffee Break

Part 1.2
(chaired by Anna-Katharina Rieger)

Growth and Survival of Heritage Fruit Trees Planted
Throughout the Generations in Ancient Agricultural
Systems in the Negev Highlands, Israel

(Eli Ashkenazi)

Exploring the Negev Highlands' Wine Legacy through
Ancient DNA Analysis in Late Antiquity
(Meirav Meiri and Guy Bar-Oz)

Was There Place for Negev Wines in the Terroir of Gaza
and Ashqgelon?
(Jon Seligman)

Discussion
(chaired by Sina Lehnig and Diana Wozniok)

Special: Dabouki and Syriki — Cultivars between Past
and Present, followed by a Lunch Break




14:00-
14:30

14:30-
15:00

15:00-
15:30

15:30-
16:00

16:00-
16:30

16:30-
17:15

17:15-
17:45

17:45

19:00

Part 2.1
(chaired by Tali Erickson-Gini)

“A disenheartening pile of tumbled blocks and stone
chippings, out which nothing can be made” — Elusa and its
Hinterland

(Christian Schéne and Michael Heinzelmann)

Mezad Yeroham: A Caravanserai Site of the Roman and
Byzantine Periods in the Negev Highlands
(Oren Tal, Itamar Taxel, and Nicolas Benenstein)

Khirbat ‘Amra: A Byzantine- and Early Islamic-Period
Village in the Beersheba Valley
(Itamar Taxel and Noé Michael)

Coffee break

Part 2.2
(chaired by Achim Lichtenberger)

Military, Trade, and Transformation: Unveiling Economic
and Administrative Dynamics at Roman and Byzantine
Birsama

(Alexandra Ratzlaff)

External Reflection

Similar and yet Different — Economy and Trade in the
Roman and Late Roman Eastern Marmarica (NW-Egypt)
(Anna-Katharina Rieger)

Discussion
(chaired by Achim Lichtenberger)

Bus Transfer from Schloss Wahn to Best Western Plus
Hotel

Dinner at Paffgen Brewery




Friday
25.04.2025

Universitat
zu Koln

Schloss Wahn

Google Maps:

08:15

09:00-
09:30

09:30-
10:00

10:00-
10:30

10:30-
11:00

11:00-
11:30

11:30-
12:00

12:00-
12:30

12:30-
13:00

Bus Transfer from Best Western Plus Hotel Parking to
Schloss Wahn

Part 3.1
(chaired by Davida Eisenberg-Degen)

The Byzantine-Islamic Transition in Shivta and Nessana
Using Radiocarbon Dating: Change or Integration of
Cultures?

(Elisabetta Boaretto, Xin Xan, Yotam Tepper, Tali Erikson-
Gini and Naomi Porat)

A Glance into the People of the Negev during the
Roman/Byzantine Period: Nessana Cemetery as a
Representative Case

(Pablo Betzer and Hila May)

The Fortifications of ‘En Hazeva in the Wadi Arabah
(Tali Erickson-Gini)

Coffee Break

Part 3.2
(chaired by Joseph Patrich)

Tamar and Malhata: Test Cases for the Flourishing
Byzantine Negev
(Neer Lect Ben Ami)

Trade Relations in Byzantine Beer-Sheva
(Nicolas Benenstein and Daniel Varga)

Exploring Elusa’s Ceramic Economy in its Regional Negev
— Transjordanian Context via Geochemical and
Petrographic Analysis

(Elisabeth Holmqvist-Sipila, Lars Heinze and Lara van der
Schudr)

Discussion
(chaired by Christian Schéne and Noé Michael)




13:00-
14:00

14:00-
14:30

14:30-
15:15

15:15-
15:45

15:45-
16:30

16:30-
17:00

17:00-
17:30

17:30

18:00

Lunch Break

Part 4
(chaired by Sabine Schrenk)

Elusa Ceramic Typology
(Tali Erickson-Gini)

Round Table about Pottery Dating Issues
(chaired by Michael Heinzelmann, Christian Schéne and
Iltamar Taxel)

Coffee Break

External Reflection
The Abbasid Period at Tel Hisban (Jordan)
(Bethany Walker)

Discussion
(chaired by Sina Lehnig and Diana Wozniok)

Snack Break

Bus Transfer from Schloss Wahn to the Old City

Excursion to the Old City: Cologne Cathedral
Excavation




Saturday

Part 5
26.04.2025 (chaired by Gil Gambash)
_ 09:30-  The Negev Churches in the wider context: Architecture
Fritz-Thyssen- 10:00 versus Liturgy
Stiftung (Joseph Patrich)

Amerika Haus
10:00- The Early Churches of Elusa. First Classification within Late

10:30 Antique Church Architecture
(Florian Jordan)

Google Maps:

10:30- Coffee Break
11:00

11:00- Excavating the Ancient Nessana: Old Finds, New
11:30 Perspectives
(Yana Tchekhanovets)

11:30- Locals and Pilgrims in Space: Investigating Function and
12:00 Practice at Mitzpe Shivta through Digital Archaeology and
Epigraphy

(Sina Lehnig and Beatrice Pestarino)

12:00- Discussion
12:30 (chaired by Diana Wozniok and Noé Michael)

12:30- 150 Years of Life and Research in the Negev Desert: A
12:45 Photographic Exhibition

Exhibition Opening by the organizers

12:45- Lunch Break

13:45
Part 6
(chaired by Guy Bar-Oz)
13:45- Urban Waste Management in Elusa and its Impact for
14:15 Roman-Byzantine Dryland Farming
(Diana Wozniok)
14:15- The ikat Textile Assemblage from Nahal "Omer Excavation
14:45 - Cotton Trading in the "Arava During the Early Islamic
Period

(Nofar Shamir-Shafir, Berit Hildebrandt, Guy Bar-Oz, Roy
Galili and Orit Shamir)




14:45-
15:15

15:15-
15:45

15:45-
16:15

16:15-
16:45

16:45-
17:15

17:15-
18:00

The Contribution of Micro-Geoarchaeology to Negev
Archaeology
(Ruth Shahack-Gross)

Coffee Break

Cleric, Farmer, Soldier, Monk: Desert Synergy in the Late
Antique Negev
(Gil Gambash)

Discussion
(chaired by Sina Lehnig and Christian Schone)

The Future and Treasures of Late Antique Research
Viewed through a Bioarchaeological Perspective
(by Guy Bar-Oz)

Concluding Armchair Discussion

Where do we go from here? — The Future of Negev
Archaeology
(Moderated by Michael Heinzelmann)

Evening Farewell Drinks
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Hotel Information
Best Western Plus Hotel Koln City

e Address: Innere Kanalstralde 15, 50823 Kdln Link Website: Google Maps:
«  Phone: +49 221 57010 o

o Website: www.bestwestern-hotel-koeln.de

e Arrival from 3 pm, Departure until 12 pm

Important Note: Rooms have been booked for all workshop participants (23 — 27.04.2025). Breakfast
is included. Any additional service or if you arrive earlier or stay longer, please note that you will need
to cover the cost of it yourself.

Workshop Venues

Kerpener Str. 30, 50937 Koln

Google Maps:

) Please note: Entrance to the

Institute of institute is on the eastern side
Archaeology of the building.

University of ~ The Institute is reachable
Cologne either by public transportation
(c. 15 min) or walking.
Distance from the hotel c. 1.5
km (30 min walk).

Burgallee 2, 51147 Kdln
Schloss Wahn
We have organized a bus that
will leave from the hotel on
Thursday and Friday morning.
For the times, please refer to
the programme.

University of
Cologne

Apostelnkloster 13-15
50672 Koln
Amerika Haus

The venue is reachable either

Fritz Thyssen by public transportation (c.15-

Foundation 20 min) or walking. Distance

from the hotel c. 1.5 km (30
min walk).
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https://www.bestwestern-hotel-koeln.de/

Workshop Event Locations

Google Maps:

Friesenstralle 64-66

50670 Koin
p Bu Brewery Please note: While dinner
and non-alcoholic drinks
Brauerei are covered by the Negev
seif 1853 Paffgen Workshop, unfortunately,

alcoholic drinks are limited
to one beer or wine per
person.

Google Maps:

Cathedral 18:00

excavation  Meeting in front of
Domkloster 3b, 50667 Koln,

Kolner Dom Deutschland

Bus Shuttle to Schloss Wahn

A bus shuttle is ready to transfer you between the Best
Western Hotel and Schloss Wahn.

Departures:

24" April:
8:15 Best Western Hotel > Schloss Wahn
17:45 Schloss Wahn - Best Western Hotel

25% April:
8:15 Best Western Hotel > Schloss Wahn
17:30 Schloss Wahn - Cologne Old City
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Religious Services - Jewish Community Cologne
If you would like to attend Yom HaShoah commemorations or a Shabbat service at the local
synagogue, please contact the Jewish Community of Cologne in advance via email at

info@jgkoeln.de.

Information about service (times and location): https://www.sgk.de/wp-
content/uploads/pdf/Rabbinat/SGK G-ttesdienstordnung _aktuell.pdf

The synagogue is located not far from the hotel, making it easily accessible for participants.

Q Innere Kanalstr. (Bus 142)
Best Western Hotel

A 3
| achener Str. / Girtel (Line 1,7 or 9) Moltkestr. (Line 1,7 or 9)
Aachener Str. / Giirtel (Bus 142) : Rudolfplatz (Line 1, 7 or 9)

Rudolfplatz (Line 1,7 or 9) Neumarkt (Line 1,7 or 9)

Moltkestr. (Line 1,7 or 9)

$Synagogue
Bachemer Str. (Bus 142)
Universitat (Bus 142)
0 250 500 m
Address: Roonstrafte 50, 50674 Koln Website:

Website: https://www.sgk.de/ :EE::F ™
mp~
. .|
- J
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http://info@jgkoeln.de
https://www.sgk.de/wp-content/uploads/pdf/Rabbinat/SGK_G-ttesdienstordnung_aktuell.pdf
https://www.sgk.de/wp-content/uploads/pdf/Rabbinat/SGK_G-ttesdienstordnung_aktuell.pdf
https://www.sgk.de/

Public Transportation in Cologne

Cologne has an efficient and well-connected public transportation system operated by
Kolner Verkehrs-Betriebe (KVB). The system includes trams, buses, and regional trains,
making it easy to navigate the city and reach the workshop venues.
Getting Around
e Trams & Buses: The KVB tram and bus network cover the entire city. Tickets can be
purchased at ticket machines, kiosks, or via the KVB app.

Tickets
e Single Ticket: Valid for 90 minutes (Zone 1B).
o Day Ticket: Unlimited travel within Cologne (24h/48h).
o KVB App: Recommended for easy ticket purchase and real-time updates.
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Emergency Contacts

Police
Fire Department / Ambulance

Organizers

Secretary of the Archaeological Institute

110
112

+49 1573 9416567 (Call or Whatsapp)
negev-workshop@uni-koeln.de

0221 470 5717
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150 Years of Life and Research in the Negev
A mobile photo exhibition accompanying the Negev Workshop 2025

This exhibition was inspired by the photographic work of Dror Maayan, who retraced the
1869 expedition of E. H. Palmer and C. F. Tyrwhitt Drake using historical photographic
techniques. His images sparked a productive exchange among us, in which we realized that
each of us brought expertise or a deep personal interest on different episodes in the history
of Negev archaeology — from Palmer and Drake’s 19th-century explorations to the early 20th-
century British surveys by Thomas Edward Lawrence and Charles Leonard Woolley, the
German-Ottoman campaign led by Theodor Wiegand, or the American excavations of Harris
Dunscombe Colt in the 1930s, documented by Olga Tufnell, and the fieldwork of Avraham
Negev in the 1970s.

The idea for this exhibition emerged from the observation that many historical photo archives
related to the Negev remain unpublished or known only in fragments. Our aim was to tell the
story of Negev archaeology through images — while tracing the evolving role of photography
as one of its earliest and most enduring tools. These photographs not only document
archaeological research but also capture glimpses of the people who inhabited the region at
the time, especially the Bedouins. Often framed through the lens of European photographers,
their presence forms an essential part of the visual and historical landscape, reminding us
that archaeological exploration in the Negev has always intersected with the lives of those
who have long called this desert home.

In a seminar at the University of Cologne, students and organizers worked side by side to
select images, define key themes, and develop the exhibition concept from the ground up.
The result is deliberately diverse — both in content and in form.

To deepen our understanding and consult original materials, a small team traveled to the
Palestine Exploration Fund (PEF) in London in January 2025. There, we engaged with
— expedition archives — including
photographs, diaries, letters,
maps, and field sketches —
many of which had never been
published.

The exhibition weaves together
these strands, shedding light on
shifting research agendas,
evolving visual practices, and
the longue durée of
archaeological engagement with
the Negev.

Wine and nibbles in the PEF following the book launch by Garth Gilmour: Final Report of the Excavations
on the Hill of the Ophel, Jerusalem, by R.A.S. Macalister & J. Garrow Duncan, 1923-1925.

From left to right: Christian Schone, Sina Lehnig, Avantika Clark, Felicity Cobbing, Jenniger Frenzel,
Anna Hakimzadeh, Diana Wozniok, John MacDermot.
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